
Reading Strategies
Close Reading - Annotating

Instructions: Annotating a text, or marking the pages with notes, is an
excellent, if not essential, way to make the most out of the reading
you do for college courses. Annotations make it easy to find
important information quickly when you look back and review a text.
They help you familiarize yourself with both the content and
organization of what you read. They provide a way to begin engaging
ideas and issues directly through comments, questions, associations,
or other reactions that occur to you as you read. In all these ways,
annotating a text makes the reading process an active one, not just
background for writing assignments, but an integral first step in the
writing process.

A well-annotated text will accomplish all of the following:
● clearly identify where in the text important ideas and

information are located
● express the main ideas of a text
● trace the development of ideas/arguments throughout a text
● introduce a few of the reader’s thoughts and reactions

Ideally, you should read a text through once before making major
annotations. You may just want to circle unfamiliar vocabulary or
concepts. This way, you will have a clearer idea about where major
ideas and important information are in the text, and your annotation
will be more efficient.

Source: https://www.hunter.cuny.edu/rwc/handouts/the-writing-process-1

Notes to Self:


